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Abstract: O- and C-glycoside flavonoids are important metabolites in Fortunella crassifolia plants.
Glycosylation of flavonoids is catalyzed by UDP-glycosyltransferase (UGT) . In this study, we determined
the flavonoid glycosides in kumquat fruits by using UPLC G2-S QTOF. A total of 11 flavonoid glycosides
were detected, including C-glucoside, O-neohesperidoside, and C-neohesperidoside flavonoids.
Subsequently, based on transcriptomes, we isolated 49 UGT genes with high expression levels in kumquat
fruits. Further phylogenetic analysis showed that 13 UGTs of them might be involved in the glycosylation
process of flavonoids. One UGT encoding C-glucosyltransferase catalyzed the C-glucosylation, 9 UGTs

encoding 7-O-glucosyltransferase were involved in the 7-O-glucosylation, and 3 UGTs encoding
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1,2-rhamnosyltransferase, can perform rhamnosylation of flavonoids.
Keywords : Fortunella crassifolia; flavonoids; UDP-glycosyltransferases gene; transcriptome

analyses

KU R E BRI IRAERE =2 —, IR R DI R A e . BERLAL P 38 2 8
Fe 7E 20 L P AR I TR AR TR s L A IS e . SRR Rk 2 B UDP - R A SRS (UDP-
glycosyltransferase, UGT) fEMTERK. XBEIE T AR LR BB RGP 5 1 5%, nl{i#E{k UDP - %
(UDP-sugar) DA B 7 2% 422 21 28 5 i 1 o sl SR B £ 4> + b (Masada et al., 2009; Joe et al.,
20100 o F FIHRIE AR TOKRMEFLAM IR & B 1 A S R B AT fE €4 4F (Ralston etal., 1988)
TEME T AR AL I, AR MR FE (Wise etal., 1990) | 4% (Matin et al., 1991) . 24l (Brugliera
etal., 1994) . =4t BfH (Tanaka et al., 1996) . 4% (Moechs et al., 1997; Yamazaki etal., 1999) .
fURSTF (Jones et al., 2003; Tohge et al., 2005; Kubo etal., 2007; Yonekura-Sakakibara et al., 2007,
2008, 2012, 2014) F4LFF (EPERHE 2%, 2018) &MY+ s E3R/18 T UGT A .

AT ELEA R R SL b 2 DB E R A7 7E, HLDASERERR - O - BET 25, 3l - O - W H AR
il - C- WL EERANFES (Gattuso et al., 2007; Abad-Garcia et al., 2014; FEFEH %%, 2016;
HIZWE &, 2018). fEMSEHEYIT, UGT @WK GEMEAfEE, HEEREZ . i, ERETT
UGT FEEHE 120 NFER A, HEETE P 164 A4 (Caputi et al., 2012), EFFEHHE 123
ARG . X RN AR N S 5T A A R, HREEAL BRI A, 3k
DO L R [EIEE AR B3R, WE . BESR. SRR BUMIE BT (Paquette et al., 2003; Lim & Bowles,
2004; Bowles etal., 2005; Gachonetal., 2005). 1] X85 K 71 o 46 5 5 5 8 B B L1k
B OCEE UGT JER, 2R & IR 7 o B0 — 2. AW 70 i e R A s Ao
o8 — DU kT AT I A B R R TS R A A% (UPLC G2-S QTOF) X “WIFH 4 Hserd (38 s mi fh 2k
BT %5E, ARJE T SN PP i ik RSk B R TR R IA I UGT 2R [K, R L 15 UGT 2
RIEEAT DR TN, DA e — 22 B D Re it e S it ik 2 2% B 1A

L bR

1.1 e

MR RRESZ) 10 1) “WIFHEAH (Fortunella crassifolia Swingle), FiiE T+ E 4R ML &L= B ki
FRERIT TP ) 5 SRR Ao ot L AT ARG (1] o SRR il RAR I DN AE S 154 31, 694 991 130 A1 156 do Xf
FEJ5 15 F1 31 d (PR SLBEAR AT S04, AR R R R 7 B . FH T 450 # S qRT-PCR [
HIEET -80 CUkAh: M TRBEE M e LA (60 'C) MtafaE, AR5 HBEFETLE
W, 140 BT, HET -80 CUKFE.

EEFRAE S 4R T - 2 (Apigenin-6,8-di-C-glucoside, Vicenin-2). &M (Apigenin 7-O-
neohesperidoside, Rhoifolin) ff 7 # (Naringenin 7-O-neohesperidoside, Naringin ) #J1%# (Isosakuranetin-
7-O-neohesperidoside, Poncirin) T4 pl#S sw & AR B IR A A .

1.2 EHEEIHINE
KIEEATR IO FREBUETREM 0.5 ¢ T 10 mL 0%, N 7 mL 2E g, J82), #AEHHE 30
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min (Zh& 60%, 7K 45 C), 50001 - min” B0 15 min, B BT 25 mL KR89, FRIE N
N7 mL 4R, EERE 3K, HPEEAES 25 mL. BUE IR, MAERRE TR,
0.2 um JBEL)E, BT 4 CUKFEEH.

UPLC 414F: WEhH A N 0.01%H IR, B NZME: MiE N 03 mL - min'; Kl 40 C; BEFEE
N1 L AWK 283, 330, 365 nm; KGN YE FE Y 200 ~ 400 nm. H:F ¥ ACQUITY UPLC® BEH
Cig column (1.7 pm, 2.1 mm x 100 mm). #EFEEZ: 0min: 90% A+ 10% B; 2 min: 80% A +20%
B: 5min: 75%A+25% B; 9 min: 65% A +35% B.

RS At AL 240 ~ 400 nm; BRI HR W E N 1V HEFLHREEN 40 VB FIRE
FEWESE N 100 °C; BUIEHI IR WE N 400 °C; HEFLAARRIE I E N SOL - h'y 8 FAE R E
H800L -h's MKAEIEN 6 Vs MR EN 20 ~40V: F3TEEEEH 100 ~ 1 000 m/z; 3 7]
4 02s: FEM 10 uL - min's FEIRBEE N 40 T,

1.3 HREMFRIH

% MiniBEST Plant RNA Extraction Kit (TaKaRa, F1[E) #EHEURSZE RNA, FH8H 1%5 ik
eI HL YK AT Nanodrop 2000 A Il RNA ¢ 5l ZAERE . I FE AN 58 B

F#7 A Olig(dT)MIHiER & 4 mRNA, K521 mRNA K55 cDNA, ST K& & |
A RBFFERN T3k, Fl AMPure XP beads 47 Be K /INEHE, B¢ )5 14T PCR ‘B 5445 25 2 ¢cDNA
X . FH Mumina Hiseq M5 G 3T PE125 WP 08T ( LigESEE AEMEARFEAR AT .

B SR A BAE S HT IR FE 0 R : R F Trim Galore VX4 X I 46 Raw reads 208 it i€ #4521 /&5 5 &2 1) Clean
reads; 1] ] HISAT2 #/4F Clean reads bxy 2 22 LK 41 )5 , {8 ] Cufflinks 3K {465 EE X Clean reads
ZH %5 i Unigene, F|H Cuffnorm #4443 3 K 3k & H K ] FPKM (Fragments Per Kilobase Million)
T3 AEREI P B AR AE A AL 3

1.4 EAPREZESE PCR WIE

H FastKing RT Kit (TIANGEN, H1[E) ¥ 5& J% cDNA, b5 H FastFire PCR PreMix (SYBR
Green) (TIANGEN, FH[E) #4792 5¢ % € 8 PCR (qQRT-PCR) . JxM1& & 25 pL: 2x FastFire gPCR
PreMix 12.5 uL, 1E. &51#1% 0.75 uL, ¢DNA 4R 2.0 uL, 7K 9.0 uLo JRFiZAF: 95 °C 1 min,
95 'C 5s, 60 C 15s, 40 MEH. KMTE CFX-384 51552 & PCR 1X (Bio-Rad) 58 fk.
5 GR D HAETAYTRE (R BRGARAFEGHR, ASHEEN B-Actin.

%1 MT qRT-PCR SHAHISIHFFI
Table 1 Oligonucleotide sequences for primers used in qRT-PCR

A ERGH (57-30 REEY (5 -39

Gene Forward primer sequence Reverse primer sequence

FcUGT25 GAGAGAACTTTGACGGACAATG CCCAATGTAATCACAATAAGG
FcUGT23 AAGACTTTGGTGGCCTTTCG CATTCACTCCCAAGTGCACAG
FcUGT49 CCTCAGTATCACACGACTAAAGG CATTGTAAGCATCACCTGATG
FcUGT4S5 TTGGCCCTGTTTCCTTATGCAATAG CTCCTTCACCGCCATCATTCTTG
FcUGT40 CTTGACGCAATCACAAATGAAG ATATAGCCTCAGGCAATTTGATG
FcUGT43 CCGGAGGAGAAAAGTTTTGGG CTAATGTAAAGAACTGAATTGG

P-Actin ATCTGCTGGAAGGTGCTGAG CCAAGCAGCATGAAGATCAA
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2 RS0

2.1 EF UPLC G2-S QTOF HIiXIPH &4 R LR EER M 2K a94E )

KM UPLC G2-S QTOF ARt 1 3 B gAft RS R A, S5 7 11 s, Ji
o ShRAE MR ). — B . RGO, ReRSHERA E PR 4 PRSI, FAh 7 M TR
F AR AE S, X RESIRET AR 7L 45 K (Ogawa etal., 2001; Barrecaetel., 2011; Louetal.,
2015) BATENE. B 1A 2 91E)E 31 d SMERSCISREA I ZRIE S i (BPD BRI E Kol &
1 FlgE 5 43 HARER4EK 7 - 2 (Apigenin-6,8-di-C-glucoside, Vicenin-2) F1 3,5 - Xk - f - D — MLIR
A ERM & (37,5-di-C-p-glucopyranosylphloretin), J& T XU S Tl o 3 PR i IS 25 Il Fo) e
AEMF B C - W& PR FEEE (C-glucosyltransferase, C-UGT) fEAL5ER. ZBF#E L UDP - %
%t (UDP-glucose) WIMIZIMEZE, DL C-CBMEAERIREREF oo (R3). 1§2. 1§ 3,
W 4, U 8 A 9 /3 ARRABE K - 8 - C - Hit BT (Luteolin-8-C-neohesperidoside). AR HL
% - 6 - C - 118 FHEFF (Luteolin-6-C-neohesperidoside ) Jr2¢ 2% - 8 - C - i [ M (Apigenin-8-C-
neohesperidoside). FIMI{ R - 8 - C - Hi#E L bEF (Margaritene 5% Acacetin-8-C-neohesperidoside)
FIFRTE 2 - 6-C - Fis M (Isomargaritene BY, Acacetin-6-C-neohesperidoside), J& T H. C FEH 2%
W o X JUAR S B AOREEAL A1 75 ZE PR UGT, 56l C-UGT #4 UDP - #i & B i) i & B HE DL C-C
g A ER BRI o1 b S 1,2 - PR F2EF(1,2-rhamnosyltransferase, 1,2RhaT)
¥ UDP - fZ=¥% (UDP-rhamnose) )R 205 AER RN AT MEIE A b, TRRUHE BEE (GR 3).
g 6. U 7. WE 10 AU 11 340K 4 A O - FEH R, BPEFEMTT (Rhoifolin B¢ Apigenin7-O-
neohesperidoside ). M #F (Naringin ¢ Naringenin-7-O-neohesperidoside). 4 #H{#F (Fortunellin 5%
Acacetin7-O-neohesperidoside )+ ¥ (Poncirin B4 Isosakuranetin7-O-neohesperidoside). X JLFZE
T ) BE A I RE UGT, Bl 7- 0 - #HEMEREBE (7-0-glucosyltransferase ,
7-0-UGT) ¥ UDP - i %) #l 1 7 %9 i 25 LU O-C B A0SR 228 /i 1 o 70+ 7-OH 7 b, 15
i 1,2RhaT 4L UDP - R 45 (UDP-rhamnose) [ 5RZ5H0E 3 A E R 28 2 ME L A b, T2 BB 5 b
i

Channel name: 1: TOF MSe BPI (100-1000) 6V ESI+

2566+ 2

2.0e6 - 10

1.5¢6

BPI[courts]

1.0e6 |

FUERTR (GHELD)

5.0e51

Bt

0.5 1.0 1.5 20 2.5 3.0 3540 45 5.0 55 60 65 7.0 7.5 8.0 85
{58 1 [E)/min Retention time

B 1 MEEMHIER 31 d WREEBETRA TRIEETRE

Fig. 1 The BPI chromatograms corresponding to positive signals of kumquat fruits at 31 days after flowering
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®2 WPAESHRSEREEMLE

Table 2 Identification of flavonoids in kumquat fruit by UPLC-Q-TOF-MS

I 5 e e MSEETHR  MSHETHER MSPEHTHR MS? §1 5 T 20

Peak I deiti fication [f1]/min MS data on[M+H]" MS data on MS? data on MS? data on

No. RT (m/z) [M-H] (m/z) [M+H]" (m/z) [M-H] (m/2)

1 g7 -2 2.15 [M+H]" = [M-H] = 577.1558[M+H-18]"  575.1406[M-H-18]
Apigenin-6,8-di-C-glucoside 595.1669 593.1519 559.1459[M+H-36]"  503.1186[M-H-90]"

(1.1 0.7 529.1330[M+H-66]"  473.1077[M-H-120]"
475.1178[M+H-120]"  383.0747[M-H-210]
457.1118[M+H-138]"  353.0635[M-H-240]"

2 KEBEER -8 - C - Hils it 2.50 [M+H] = [M-H] = 577.1519[M+H-18]"  575.1437[M-H-18]
Luteolin-8-C-neohesperidoside 595.1665 593.1516 449.1082[M+H-146]"  473.1080[M-H-120]

€0.73) 0.7 431.0985[M+H-164]"  447.1845[M-H-146]
395.0762[M+H-200]"  429.0813[M-H-164]"
383.0752[M+H-212]"  327.0487[M-H-266]
329.0649[M+H-266]"  285.0397[M-H-308]"

3 KBEER -6 - C- Hils it 2.63 [M+H] = [M-H] = 577.1790[M+H-18]"  473.1094[M-H-120]
Luteolin-6-C-neohesperidoside 595.1652 593.1512 449.1090[M+H-146]"  429.0803[M-H-164]

(-0.56) (0.03) 431.0988[M+H-164]"  327.0486[M-H-266]
329.0641[M+H-266]"  285.0281[M-H-308]"
287.0057[M+H-308]"

4 FHE -8 - C - HilB b 2.95 [M+H] = [M-H]= 561.1620[M+H-18]"  457.1132[M-H-120]
Apigenin-8-C-neohesperidoside 579.1710 577.1565 459.1231[M+H-120]"  431.0993[M-H-146]

(-0.12) 0.19) 433.1121[M+H-146]"  413.0856[M-H-164]
415.1015[M+H-164]"  269.0613[M-H-308]"
271.0586[M+H-308]"

5 3,5 - WK - p- D - WL A RER 3.21 [M+H] = [M-H] = 581.1864[M+H-18]"  579.1724[M-H-18]
R 599.1985 597.1829 563.1757[M+H-36]"  561.1600[M-H-36]"
3',5"-di-C-p- (1.44) 0.37) 545.1649[M+H-54]"  507.1495[M-H-90]"
glucopyranosylphloretin 461.1310[M+H-138]"  489.1389[M-H-108]

477.1390[M-H-120]
459.1283[M-H-138]

6 PR 3.90 [M+H] = [M-H] = 433.1121[M+H-146]"  431.1009[M-H-146]
Apigenin7-O-neohesperidoside 579.1709 577.1569 271.0588[M+H-308]"  413.0862[M-H-164]

€0.10) (0.58) 269.0433[M-H-308]

7 b 3.97 [M+Na] = [M-H] = 435.3324[M+H-146]"  459.1155[M-H-120]
Naringenin-7-O-neohesperidoside 603.1693 579.1724 419.1119[M+H-162]"  313.0887[M-H-266]

(0.86) 0.48) 273.0743[M+H-308]"  271.0589[M-H-308]"

8 FIRRTE R - 8 - C - Hiis L pE 4.15 [M+H] = [M-H] = 575.1759[M+H-18]"  573.0654[M-H-18]

Acacetin-8-C-neohesperidoside 593.1879 (1.38)  591.1725 473.1435[M+H-120]"  471.1282[M-H-120]
(-0.57) 447.1279[M+H-146]"  445.1123[M-H-146]
429.1129[M+H-164]"  427.1011[M-H-164]
285.0743[M+H-308]"  307.0583[M-H-284]

9 FIMETE R - 6 - C - Bl i 5.28 [M+H] = [M-H]= 575.1756[M+H-18]"  573.1671[M-H-18]
Acacetin-6-C-neohesperidoside 593.1883 591.1722 (-0.3) 473.1417[M+H-120]"  471.1279[M-H-120]

(1.85) 447.1278[M+H-146]"  445.1119[M-H-146]
429.1170[M+H-164]"  427.1009[M-H-164]
285.0740[M+H-308]"  307.0580[M-H-284]"

10 &HHE 6.74 [M+H] = [M-H] = 575.1755[M+H-18]"  471.1300[M-H-120]"
Acacetin7-O-neohesperidoside 593.1878 591.1729 473.1389[M+H-120]"  445.1152[M-H-146]

(1.37) (0.96) 447.1277[M+H-146]"  427.1053[M-H-164]
429.1168[M+H-164]"  307.0623[M-H-284]
285.0758[M+H-308]"

11 MkEE 7.16 [M+H]" = [M-H] = 449.1439[M+H-146]"  285.0738[M-H-308]
Isosakuranetin7-O-neohesperidoside 595.2025 593.1874 287.0904[M+H-308]"

(0.32) (-0.18)

IR MR, W PH 4 A ST EE R A R R Y & 3 398 UGT, B3 C-UGT. 7-0-UGT K&
1,2RhaT. [A Tto &5 (2017) RiE 7 &M 1 C-UGT A, Rk, AHF 77 o (1 3 R i ik 4 5% 7-0-UGT
A1 1,2RhaT J&FF.
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Table 3 Structures for flavonoids found in kumquat fruits

s BN AEEZ 5 UGT
Kl H o s Peak Substitute group ity Possible UGT
Flavonoid aglycones No. Rl R2 R3 R4 RS R6 Chemical Structure involved in the
glycosylation
1 H GuOH Gu H OH 4R -2 C-UGT

Apigenin-6,8-di-C-glucoside

2 H H OH Nh OHOH AKEBHK-8-C-HfEKMET CUGTand
Luteolin-8-C-neohesperidoside ~ 1,2RhaT

3 H NhOH H OHOH ARBRER-6C-HELET CUGTand
Luteolin-6-C-neohesperidoside ~ 1,2RhaT

4 H H OH Nh H OH X -8-C- ¥ifsihits C-UGT and
Apigenin-8-C-neohesperidoside  1,2RhaT

6 H H ONhH H OH &M 7-0-UGT and
Apigenin7-O-neohesperidoside ~ 1,2RhaT

8 H H OH Nh H OMe HIMIEE-8-C- Bkt C-UGTand
Acacetin-8-C-neohesperidoside  1,2RhaT

9 H NhOH H H OMe RMMER-6-C-HEEMT CUGTand
Acacetin-6-C-neohesperidoside  1,2RhaT

10 H H O-Nh H H OMe &M 7-0-UGT and
e iiio____________Acacetin7-O-neohesperidoside __1,2RhaT
5 3,5 - XU - -p-D - ML & B C-UGT
HERE R
3',5"-di-C-B-

Glucopyranosylphloretin

R, 7 ONh H OH #li B2 ¥ Naringenin-7-O- 7-0-UGT and
neohesperidoside 1,2RhaT
R 11 O-Nh H OMe Mif# ¥ Isosakuranetin7-O- 7-0O-UGT and
R e} neohesperidoside 1,2RhaT

OH O

7E: Nh AR EHET

Note: Nh represents Neohesperidose.

2.2 FPHEHRIERANFREITMHREER

CA M FEIRIER Y, B UGT @ ey AR 2 4 2 il — AN KRR K, 9 dn 4t e 77
FRAFE 107 4> ERPAE 254 4~ ToKFA 148 4. BiEFA 184 A UGT #IK . it mid &
TP I8 1) UGT JE R ik thoR, Bl JE %t H A i H R R AT 45 .

AR R AR BH AR AN R A 1 B B SR S g AT s Ny, E 0 B UGT &R, s
I BAN SCE P42 70 439 666 ~ 93 922 318 Raw reads (8 4). K JR IR PR g, £ PRk
19 TURBE G LR Raw reads J&, BN E 3RS 5 i & (Phred 30E KT Q30) ) Clean reads
Bl 68 062 746 ~ 82 251 544,
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*4 BFENFBIRGT
Table 4 RNAseq data statistics

AP i [ Raw read (& Raw ¥l & Clean read #(&: Clean %4} &
Days after flowering Sample Number of raw reads Raw bases Number of clean reads  Clean bases
15 B Fruit 85 146 060 12 857 055 060 82 240 654 12193317 104
31 JSL Fruit 80 187 236 12 108 272 636 75135958 11 157 121 299
69 RF7 Peel 84 567 414 12769 679 514 77 337 200 11 477 420 040
A Pulp 81810410 12 158 009 821 70 468 232 10 640 703 032
99 W Peel 70 439 666 10 636 389 566 68 062 746 10 088 051 918
KA Pulp 93922318 14 182270018 68 155716 10 097 506 715
130 B Peel 91 056 208 13498 221 015 82251 544 12419983 144
S Pulp 81454 538 12299 635 238 79 594 824 11 820 402 239
156 RE7 Peel 88 092 724 13302001 324 78 692 596 11 682 673 452
A Pulp 85 165 926 12 661 499 166 77 943 822 11769 517 122

T AESE 15 M 31d BIRE AR BEATR AN 85

Note: The peel and pulp of sample are not separated on 15 and 31 days after flowering.

PLBCSE T TIR/MIAE (Citrus clementina) WIZERH NS, Mg ABIREAT . e EmN
Clean reads LEXT 2 w0 ST /NG ZE BRI, XS 2 RLN 79.52% ~ 84.16% o 44 LT ZI| B I ZH 1Y) Clean
reads 3 — B ALRERL 21 524 NEER, IFRA Cuffnorm X IX SL LR ) FPKM A & T T .
FRAEFTA I HAIZH 2% FPKM ik EH/NT 10 (R 2 f5, JL3R15 11 350 S maRis B . A v
ST IR/ AR 2 VB0 e 0 11 350 /N3 PRI AT AR o ZE VT RE IV T A7 226 IR rh R B 86 /NI ZE I UGT
St IR . I 7E 2R B PROSITE profiling XX 48 UGT 4wt & 1347 Pfam domains (PS00375) #i
¥, PS00375 fRRAME IR AR =P pE L 7 # I (Plant Secondary Product Glycosyltransferase, PSPG)
HF (Motif). 1Z3EFKFEAN 44 ~ 48 aa, f1T UGT RAFHIN C - Hi. F UGT MK BEHIRE R
it fEd, PSPG EEAMTi45 S UDP - B, RATHIER] 49 NMEKIEM UGT £RF (Eifdr4 N
FcUGTI ~ FeUGT49) .

2.3 UGT EFEREE X EThRETM

DA 2 49 4> UGT AT 39 NIhfg C&0 UGT 4wl & A I M g et (& 2)

BETRERRZLERTRBATRCHED, K 49 4~ FUGT H111 28 MNRII4r 2] 6 MI)Re KKt
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Fig. 2 Phylogenetic relationship based on proteins of 49 FcUGTs and 39 functionally characterized UGTs
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Blue indicates low expression and red indicates high expression; * represents 13 highly expressed FcUGTs.
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